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MEMORANDUM POR: Assistant Director, Operations 
SUBJECT: OCI Comments on Analysis of Foreign Radio Propaganda 


2. COT bas a keen interest in the anelysis of Soviet orbit 
prop » and regards Communist press and radio as essential sources, 
both for factual information and for the expression of official atti- 
tudes on various probleus, However, OCI questions the validity of 
(nterpretations of actual events and policies which are based exclu- 
sively upon analyses of radio propaganda, CCI believes thet, to have 
feening, propagenda be analyzed in conjunction with, and as part 
of, the analysis of all other information bearing on the given problem. 


2, GI has particularly valued studies which have STATSPEC 
dneluded summaries of propaganda theres over a period of time, identi-~ 
fication of variations and trends in propaganda, and comparisons of 
propaganda treatment over a period of time or on selected occasions. 

ly, however, these propaganda studies have, because of efforts 
te arrive at definite conclusions or interpretations, produced results 
which CCI feels were incomplete or misleading. The analyevs have often 
appeared to have been written around a there, thus sometimes causing 
the omission of the type of evidence which OCI desires. The analyses 
often depend, morsover, upon assumptions or information far beyond the 
aeope of overt propagenda. 


3. OOI's position is that propaganda anelyots A o=> be STATSPEC 
profitably pursued only in certeiz selected problem > and then 

only when the ansiysis is closely tailored and developed in coordina. 

tion with the production offices. It is necessary that propaganda 

analysis projects be done in accordance with exact specifications, 

drasn up on the basis of (a) type of problem undertaken, (b) all other 

4nformation bearing on the given problem and {c) relevant hypotheses 

developed from that information. 


4 Basically, our position is thet propaganda analysis is an 
eacsential component of the intelligence production process, bat should 
be limited exclusively to producing conelusions regarding the nature 
and direction of propaganda output, On the other hand, we strongly 
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